


OF COURGSE

'SHE WAS YOUNG ONCE
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AND S0

WAS I
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"HE ACCIDENTAL
FAMILY

SHE HAD ATWAYS WANTED TO
GET MARRIED ON THE BEACH



ITS GONE NOW

T HAD BEEN DEAD
SINCE I CAN REMEMBER

/i



DRIVING HOME IGHT IN THE SUMMERS
WITH THE WINDOWS DOWN
THERE WERE NO STREET LIG:
POTHOLE FILLED ROAD

FORMILES OF WORN

WOODS ON BOTH SIDES

NO HOUSES N0 SPEED L' ITMIT NO COPS

I KNEW SOMETHING HORRIBLE CHASED THEC
JUST OUT OF SIQUT BEHIND THE TREEg
LUCKILY 5H% WAS S0 DRUNK DROVE SO FA'ST
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) I EVERTELL Y0U ABOUT WHEN I Wa g 4 SINGER IN NEW YORK

SHE WA

;W

ﬁ_PROBAwLY







I GOT VERY ANGRY

AND TORE THE ROOM
APART



ITS

A
DISEASE

Lt




"

DIV I EVELTELL YOU AROUT WHEN I Wag A SINGER I NEW YORK 7?

TES GRANNY -

ITWAS THW MOST INJREDIRLE THINS REALLY

YOUVE TOLD US GRANNY

YOU SEG T HADNTVER BEEN TO NEW yoRg BUT I ATWAYS Rnew 7
WANTED T0OBE A SINGRR EVER SINGEI WAS A LITTLE GIRT, KNEE
HIGH TO A GRASSHOPPER AND PAPA WOULD CALT, ALL OF US AROUND
THE PIANO AND WE WOULD SING §0 I RNEW/PHAT I HAD '

} . TO GO TO
NEW YORK AND BRIOMT A SINGER DID I EVELTELL YOU THIS?

L

YES ©
I DID? ABOUT THE TAX1?

YES YOJ'GOT TO vEW YOEX AND YOU DILNT ENOW WHERE TO GO
AND THE TAXI DRIVER TOOK YOU TO A CLUBANT YOU GOT A JOB

IBNT TWA'T THE MO3T INCREDIBLE THING? HERE I WAS THIg

YOUNG GIRL NEVER BEEN Tu NBW YORK AND THIS TAXI| DRIVER
TOOR ME EXACTLY WiERE I NREDE) 70 BE i*E BROUGHT MBE TO
A NIGHT CLUB WHERE THEY WERE maAVING AN A AMATRURS

NWIgET BELVR I TOLY YOU ABOUT Tylg?

YES

WRLL I ENTRERED THy CONTES'T aAND I DIDNT WIN BUT THE
OWNER TOLD WE I Hap A JO® THgrg IF I WANTED 1T

LENT THAT THRE MOST INCREDLNLE THINGY THAT, TaAXI'DRIVER
ENEW RIGHYT WHERE I NREDRD TO Gb HAVE I' EVER TOLD YoU
THAT STORY BEFORE?

TES GRANNY

O 1 DIDY

YESB

DID I BVEWTELL YOU ABOUT THE TAXI DRIVER INwEW YORK?
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LREADY
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SHE IS

IF

GON E



BREAK DOWN IN A BAR

I NEVER MET ANYON E
I COULD SING MY SONG
TO SHE XNEW THE TUNE
SO SHE SANG ALONG TOO
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HOW

WRONG
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The Wildest Colts. . . 25

ONCE SHE
OWNED A
CASTLE

&

¢,

ON THE EVENING FEWE

o

The Bergdoll Broomall castle, built in 1907. Courtesy of the Phila-
delphia Bulletin. The Broomall castle now lies in ruins after what
police term a “suspicious” fire on March 24, 1976. Photo by Ronald Dell.




ITS KIND OF STRANGE
HOW MUCH I DID ACTUALLY
LIKE HILL

CONSIDERING

THE BLACK EYES

AND ABORTION'S
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b

SHE WOUNDUP

FACE DOWN

|
[
|
|







I HEARD HER DOOR OPENANDHER FOQTSTEPS INTHE RATHROOM
J1COULD HEAR THAT SEEWAS CRY,ING BEFORE I HEARDEER PULL A TISSUE.
FROM THE RO -

SIEBLEW HEERIJOSE AND THEN THERE W
CIGARETTE INTO THETOILET

I PAUSED INMYREADING WAITINGTOSER Ip SHEWO '

ol . ¢ I ULDCOME DowlN
A S SHE DESCENDED THHE STA IRS!I PRETENDED,TO cONT INUE TOC READ
INEVERMEANT TCRE A HORR IELE PER €O | |
SHE BEGAIT |

AND IENOW I DONTDESERVE TORE

AS A PFISSS AS SEE DROPPED HER

FORGIVEN

I TRACED THE STITCHING|IN THEREDHAND SEWN QUILTCNMY BED
WHEN I FINALLY LOOKEDUP AT THEDIRTY CREAM COLOREDWALLS THREY
APPEARED FAINTLY GREENFROM THE RED BURNEDON iy RET INAS

I CONTINUED TOFIDGET

WITH MYBOOKWITHIM Y FINGERNATL SWITF THECGAT
IKEPTTHINKINGABOUTIIYLAUNDRY IN'THE DRYER
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HER SHADOW
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THE CYCL
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XXii




NWERVOUSLY WATCHING THROUGH THE LIV ING ROCH W
AS THE MAN CLIMRED THE TELEFHON g PCLE OUTSIDE
WHAT WAS BEING SEUT OFF THIg

LD0OwW

TIMVME
WHAT STIFT WAS SHE ON

FOUR TO TWELVE . |
SHE WAS GONE BY THE TIME I GOT HOME FROM SCHOOL
ALONE ALLNIGHTAFRAIDOFTHEDAREK
MIDIGHT TO ETGHT i

SLEPT IN AN EMPTY HOUSE \_ L
GOT UP AND CAUGHT THE |§ CH OOL BUs SLONE
EIGHT TO FOUR

ONE OUT OF EVERY TEREE WEEX 8
PEREAT 8 A FRONT OF NORMALCY

XXiii



I'f WAS THN MOST INGREDIBLE THING REALLY

DID I EVEXTELL YOU ABOYT THE £AXI DRIVER Iy wEW YORK

XXIV



SgyE LEFT HER CHILDREN
IN THE CAR

WHEN SHE STOPPED AT
THr BAR

oN LONG DRIVES

AND THEY sPENT THE
NIGHT IN JAlL

LISTENING TO H@WER
sING FROM

"HER gELL

XXV



LYING IN BED THINKING DARK THO UGHT 8
ABURIEDMEMORY RO

DRUNK ANDREDFACED SHEHADHERG LA 8E S OFF
SMALT ANDALONE INHERK H\B‘G 417 ED DED

WHY DOYOUHAVEAPACK OF FAZOR BL "ADES|I ASKED
SHE SMILEDANDSATD SHEWA' S goTNg TOKILTHERSELF

3; gm‘@w‘z &% ID IMTAKING THESE AWAY
JT CANT VECALLTF C 1EgTCppPEDME  ORNOT
ICALLED sOMEON JETODT g@ge@wgg}wm 0O RRIBDISHOULDRE

ALLOTHERDETAIL SOF Ty ANIGHTARE LOST

3

EXCEPTFORTHEIMAGINEDMENTAL IMA GEOFMYMOMON BLOOD 80AKED S 1w TS

XXVi



SHE DIDNT CARE

WHAT I SATD

SHE DOESNT CARE
THAT SHE DOESNT KENOW

HIS NAUE

XXVii



AT, BARS| AWD
HOUSE PARTILES

NO ONE BEVER )
SEEMED TO QUESHION

THE PRESENCTE OF
A THIRTEEN YEAR OLD




SHE TOLD ME LATER
TIIAT IT HAD BROKEN
HER HEABT TOHEAR
ELEVEN YEARCLDME
SAY THAT ITS OKAY
MY M OM RAISEDM E
AND I'CAN TAKE CARFE
OFMYSELT FNOW SHE
CAN DOWHAT SHE
WANTS NOW

XXiX



ACCUSATIONS

ACTD WHEN 71!
YOU SHOWED UF DRUNK TO
SCHOOL FUNCTION S

WHERENW vOU vOU TALK

N QIRGLES.

T HAD TO A3K PEOPL'E TO

DRIVE ME, T0 LOCAL BAR'S

‘fo HELP ME #IND YOU

voT WILL BEC mw A BURDEN
P’E}f S T L t ?ﬁx:ﬂ Y va »\;@ @A\j&

YOU DIDNT PAY THEBILLS
AND THEY TUBNED THE TOv
ELECTRIC OFF 1 TF

gy o
£ E%’

2
4
5

YO WERE PASSIVE AGGRESSIVE

Yo7 WTERT
HT YOU ANY

5 | BROUG
YOU TRIED TO BUY MY LOVE

1 8
%ﬁ

YOou WER YOUTE MADE ME jof “WEE@TT
7 T THE FIRST PER S Oy oA Al M“’”T B,
I SMOXED POT wWIpH AND INCAPABLE M

WHEN I wAS THIRTERN RELAT mﬁ“wz;@




Il Do THINK I CRIED WHEN I
FOUND OUT SHE DIED

I SAW MY MOTHER CRYING

ITS NofT LIKE WE DIDNT SEE IT
COMING |

SHE WAS DRUNK SOBBING LISTENING
TO ABBEY ROAD AT FULL VOLUME

SHE STOOD UP AND HUGGED ME

SHE SOBBED ON MY SHOULDER
SWAYING WITH THE MUSTIC AND
SINGING

; BO Y, p e ¢ J hF :ONN‘A. ;
» CARRY 1 A'I’WF{QI T

‘1 CARRY \TH AT wﬂmmﬁ gy
B » vowa phgs

I' COULDNT REMEMBER THE LAST TIME
I TUGGED MY MOTHER _
[ 8TILL DIDNT FEEL SAD ABOUT MY %1
DEA'D GRANDMOTHER
[ FELT SAD ABOUT MY DYING MOTHER "
WwHO WAS FOLLOWING IN HER FOOTSTERS

*-‘.

WE BOTH CRIED AND SANG AND
SWAYED




SOMETIMES |
WE STILLHAVE TOGET TOGETHER
. ANDPRETEND
ACCIDENTS HAPPEN TOBE A FAMILY

o oo uble

WE L'ASTED AWHILE

XXXii



ISNT THAT THE MOST IN CRHD

P,&f&*mu&n CALYL ALL f:‘: &:‘é” &%mmm

AND W

SO I RNEWPHAT I HAD 70 40 70

~ WELL I ENTERED THx
o AND BE{‘E@MW & gmGFR

DID I E’VER me "Ym:s? THIS

IBNT THAT THE MOST INGREDINLE THING

IT WAS THH MOST x5

IBLE THING

DID I EVEXTELLYD

UTHIS

TAX I/ DRIVER

WANTHED A o & ATar O
W A L5 TOBRA SINGER

JINGER

G ER IN NEW YORK

HAVE I TOg% YRy ABOUT

EDIBLE THING REALLY

THIS

il



i
¥

YOou W

/ERE USUALIY“MGRE
CONCERNED WITH BEIyvg

CooL

THAN BEING A

MOM



DO YOU SEETHIS DOYOUSEEWHAT YOURMOTHER ISDJING HE YELLEDWAVING
THE PACK OF MARLBORO LIGHT S INMY|FACE | |

EII;}OM THE TONE OFHISVOICE IT SEEMED/'AS IFHEWEREANGRY ATME INSTEAD OF
R

I DONT REMEMBERHOWWE CAMETOBI STAITDING IN THE BACKPART OF THEIR
BEDROOM |

THEADDITION WITIHIGH CATHEDRAL CETLINGAND WALK] IN CLOSET THATMY
FATTERHADBUILT o

ORHOWWECAME T ¢ BE STANDING IN FRONT OF1{Y MOTHERS LITTLE VWwOODEN DESE
WHERE I ENEW SHE ROLLED JOINTS OF MARIJUANA

Ay I DONTREMEMBERWEBIHERORNOT|1 KITEW THAT - LITTLE|BAG TUCKED IN
JEip CELIOPHANE OF THE CIGARETTE PACKWASFULL OF COCAINE




NOW I JUST WAIT

WITH MY rYyES gLOSED

AND MY HEART FROZEN

7O SEE
IF IT ALL COMES

CR'ASHING DOWN

TR|1s TTME I

HE TRIED

"LIKE TO TEINK THAT




'JUST

KEPT

HANGING

ow

AAAVII



